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SUBJECT: BANANAS - DISCUSSION WITH GENERAL ANASTASIO SOMOZA - 6/4/74 
REE: SAN JOSE 2108 

1. NICARAGUAN GENERAL ANASTASIO SOMOZA TOLD THE AMBASSADOR 
LATE AETERNOON OE JUNE 4 THAT HE HAD HAD EXTENDED MEETING DURING 
THE DAY WITH OFEICIALS OF STANDARD FRUIT. THEY HAD EXPRESSED TO 
SOMOZA EXTREME CONCERN OVER THE APPARENT STATEMENT MADE BY 
PANAMANIAN AMBASSADOR PERE IN SAN JOSE REGARDING ALLEGED PLOT TO 
ASSASSINATE GENERAL TORRIJOS AND TO THROW GOVERNMENTS OF COSTA 
RICA AND HONDRUAS. SOMOZA STATED THAT HE ATTEMPTED TO REACH GENERAL 
TORRIJOS BY TELEPHONE BY TORRIJOS WAS APPARENTLY VISITING AN 
OFESHORE ISLAND AND WAS NOT AVAILABLE. 

2. SOMOZA TALKED TO PANAMANIAN MINISTER OE ECONOMY MANFREDO, 

WHO SAID THAT HE WAS UNAWARE OF ANY "THREAT" TO GENERAL TORRIJOS 
BUT HAD BEEN ADVISED BY REPRESENTATIVES OF UNITED FRUIT THAT STANDARD 
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FRUIT REPRESENTATIVES HAD PROPOSED DURING MEETING BETWEEN THE TWO 
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THAT PROBLEM OF BANANA TAX COULD BE SOLVED BY "OVER-THROWING 
GOVERNMENT OE HONDURAS". STANDARD FRUIT REPRESENTATIVES STATE 
THAT SUCH AN ALLEGATION IS UTTERLY UNTRUE AND ABSURD, AND THAT ANY 
MEETINGS THAT THEY HAVE HAD WITH UNITED FRUIT HAVE BEEN ATTENDED 
BY ATTORNIES FROM BOTH SIDES. MINISTER MANFREDO ALSO STATED ACCORD- 
ING TO SOMOZA THAT UNITED FRUIT WAS WILLING TO PAY $1.00 PER BOX TAX 
ON 

PANAMANIAN BANANAS BUT WISHED PANAMA TO "PUT PRESSURE" ON US 
GOVERNMENT TO HAVE TAX DEDUCTED FROM US CORPORATE INCOME TAX 
PAID BY COMPANY. 

3. SOMOZA HAS TALKED TO HONDURAN GENERAL LOPEZ TODAY AND COMMENTED 
TO HIM ON WHAT HE CONSIDERS TO BE DETERIORATING SITUATION REGARDING 
BANANA MARKET AND NEED FOR REASONABLE SOLUTION. KIRCHOFF 
AND WAITE, STANDARD FRUIT EXECUTIVES LEFT SOMOZA LATE THIS 
AFTERNOON AND ARE PROCEEDING TO HONDURAS WHERE THEY WILL MEET 
JUNE 5 AT 10 AM WITH MINISTERS BANNATON, BATRES AND ACOSTA 
BONILLA. 
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